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“Sometimes, the cure 
for that nagging sense 
of despair is just to get 
to work. At the ACLU 
of Pennsylvania, that’s 
exactly what we did in 
2017-2018...”

 Message from the President

Dear ACLU friends:

The last two years have seen the United 
States and its people plunged into a cha-
otic drama. Since the 2016 election, we’ve 
witnessed previously unthinkable viola-
tions of the Constitution’s guarantees of 
individuals’ civil liberties. At the same 
time, we have been led to question our 
shared understanding that our country 
was inexorably moving – albeit sometimes 
with painful slowness – in the direction of 
justice.

Over this time, it has been hard for me 
occasionally not to feel overwhelmed 
with despair and amazement. Even as we 
cheered on ACLU attorneys’ heroic efforts 
to stop President Trump’s policy of sepa-
rating children from their families at the 
border, we asked ourselves: How could 
this possibly be happening? What have we 
come to as a country that we’re fighting for 
something as basic as the right of an  asy-
lum-seeking parent not to have their child 
taken away?

At these moments, it can be helpful to nar-
row our focus and take pride in the many 
people around us committed to making 
change – in ways both gradual and trans-
formative.

In this Annual Report, you’ll learn about 
our mobilization of more than 1,000 Penn-
sylvania ACLU members to successfully 
oppose the reinstatement of rigid, coun-
terproductive mandatory minimum sen-
tences by the state legislature. You’ll read 
about three professional football players 
who boarded a train at 7:30 a.m - after 
playing a Monday Night Football game – 
to lobby with the ACLU-PA for Clean Slate 
legislation in Harrisburg.

Even as the Trump Administration tried to 
rescind DACA and held the lives and live-
lihoods of hundreds of thousands of young 

DREAMers hostage in exchange for polit-
ical concessions, we successfully advocat-
ed for a Drexel law graduate with DACA 
status to become the first undocumented 
individual to be admitted to the Pennsyl-
vania bar. And even as Jeff Sessions’ De-
partment of Justice doubled down on obso-
lete and ineffective tough-on-crime policies 
at the federal level, we worked with grass-
roots coalitions and formerly incarcerated 
activists to reform the role of elected dis-
trict attorneys in cities and counties across 
the state – and now, we’re working with 
these allies to ensure that reformist DAs 
are held accountable to the promises made 
during their campaigns.

Sometimes, the cure for that nagging 
sense of despair is just to get to work. At 
the ACLU of Pennsylvania, that’s exactly 
what we did in 2017-2018: we hired new 
staff, we put new strategies in play, and we 
fought for and with those directly affected 
by injustice across the commonwealth.

On behalf of my friends and colleagues on 
both our board and our staff, I want you 
to know what your generosity has meant  
to us this past year.  So much is expect-
ed of the ACLU in this dire historical 
moment; it is gratifying and comforting 
to know that you are with us. I hope you 
are pleased to see what we’ve done in the 
past year, thanks to your support, and that 
you’ll continue  that support in the future.

With gratitude,

Peter Goldberger
President, Board of Directors
ACLU of Pennsylvania

Peter Goldberger



Photos from Senate Bill 3 protest rally.
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The legislature’s 2017-2018 session ended 
in November. Among the 1500+ bills in-
troduced in the House and the nearly 1200 
bills filed in the Senate this session, we look 
back at some of the highlights and lowlights 
in Harrisburg over the past fiscal year.

Criminal justice reform for those 
reentering communities after 
incarceration

PA’s Clean Slate Act: This legislation is 
the first of its kind in the nation to use 
technology to automatically seal certain 
low-level, nonviolent criminal records 
from public view. The current process is 
not automatic; records can only be sealed 
if people petition the court individually, 
and sealed records would still be accessible 
to law enforcement. Nearly three million 
Pennsylvanians, 37.5 percent, of the 
commonwealth’s working-age citizens, 
are estimated to have criminal records. 
This legislation is an important and 
positive first step in reducing some of 
Pennsylvania’s unnecessary barriers to 
successful re-entry.

Restoring driver’s licenses: In the fall of 
2018, Governor Wolf signed House Bill 
163 into law. This legislation will restore 
access to a driver’s license for thousands 
of individuals annually who are convicted 
of offenses that are unrelated to opera-
tion of a vehicle, allowing Pennsylvania to 
join the 38 other states that have already 
eliminated similar suspension policies. 
Between 2011 and 2016, Pennsylvania 
suspended the licenses of nearly 149,000 
drivers for drug convictions unrelated to 
traffic safety. 

Reproductive justice

Defeating efforts to restrict abortion: The 
PA Senate tried its best to enact the most 
restrictive abortion ban in the country.  Se-
nate Bill 3 proposed two bans: it criminali-
zed abortion after 19 weeks gestation and 
imposed a method ban, making it a crime 
for a doctor to perform a D&E procedure 
(a safe, medically tested, and commonly 

used second trimester procedure) at any 
point during a pregnancy. Passing both 
the Senate and the House by comfortable 
margins, Governor Wolf vetoed the bill in 
December of 2017. 

Another attempt to restrict abortion 
access this session failed to become 
law.House Bill 2050 would criminalize 
performing an abortion based on a fetal 
diagnosis of Down syndrome. It is an 
unenforceable and unconstitutional bill; 
in fact, federal courts blocked similar laws 
in Ohio and Indiana on constitutional 
grounds. It was a purely manipulative 
play by anti-abortion legislators. HB 
2050 passed the House by a wider margin 
than SB 3, but was not brought up for a 
vote in the Senate.

Police accountability

Disappointing outcome in body camera 
legislation: In an apparent move toward 
increased police accountability, the leg- 
islature overwhelming passed and Gov-
ernor Wolf signed Senate Bill 560, which 
cleared the way for police officers to 
use body cameras. But the devil was in 
the details. In its final version, SB 560 
exempted police-produced video record-
ings as open records under Pennsylvania’s 
Right-to-Know law, making it nearly 
impossible for the public or the press to 
obtain footage produced by these cameras. 

Gag order on identifying police officers 
under investigation: Despite increasing 
public outcry and mobilization against 
police brutality, House Bill 27 doubled 
down on police secrecy. It would mandate 
concealing the identity of police officers 
being investigated for the discharge of a 
firearm or use of force (injuring or killing 
someone) for 30 days after the incident. 
Current law already provides protection 
for officers when there are credible threa-
ts of harm to them or their families. HB 
27 offers no new protection – instead, it 
obligates public officials to obey a gag or-
der under threat of criminal prosecution. 
This bill passed in the House but was not 
considered in the Senate.

State of the State
The ACLU and the Pennsylvania Legislature
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Transformation
ACLU of Pennsylvania’s Transgender Education and Advocacy Program

Transgender Community Conversations 
and a Storytelling Workshop

Through our Transgender Education and 
Advocacy Program (TEAP), the ACLU of 
Pennsylvania, along with allies and ad-
vocates, are supporting and cultivating 
transgender leadership in the fight for 
LGBQ and especially trans rights across 
the commonwealth. Over the summer of 
2017, TEAP Organizer Naiymah Sanchez 
held three community conversations and 
presented four workshops with transgen-
der community members in several loca-
tions throughout the state. In July 2017, 
we, along with the National Center for 
Transgender Equality, hosted a storytell-
ing workshop for transgender individuals. 
As part of a trans visibility project, we 
collected stories, photos, and videos from 
conference attendees from across Pennsyl-
vania.

A Clean CHIP Reauthorization Victory

In December 2017, Governor Wolf signed a 
clean CHIP (Children’s Health Insurance 
Program) reauthorization bill, assuring 
low-cost health coverage to all PA children 
in families that earn too much money to 
qualify for Medicaid. 

This reauthorization - which is normally 
noncontroversial - was far from routine: 
when it went up for review in the Senate 
Banking and Insurance Committee, it was 
amended to prohibit coverage of transi-
tion-related care – including counseling, 

hormone therapy, and surgical procedures 
– for transgender children. This was an 
unexpected and wholly unanticipated ma-
neuver.

We furiously got to work to have this 
amendment stripped from the reauthori-
zation. We held three lobbying days: with 
diverse groups of volunteers – transgender 
people from rural, urban, and suburban 
areas across the state – we visited dozens 
of lawmakers’ offices  to discuss the cruel 
effects of the amendment. A smaller group 
of volunteers met with reporters to share 
their insights about how to respectfully 
cover issues affecting transgender people 
more broadly. This was a great opportu-
nity to educate lawmakers about transi-
tion-related healthcare and to build the 
skills of our TEAP volunteers. We worked 
day and night behind the scenes to make it 
clear how much damage would be caused 
by this amendment. Our persistence paid 
off.

ACLU-PA TEAP Organizer Appointed 
to Philadelphia Police Advisory 
Commission 

Naiymah Sanchez was appointed to the 
Philadelphia Police Advisory Commission, 
working with the department to improve 
their LGBTQ competency. Naiymah also 
presented a workshop to 80 incoming ca-
dets in the Philadelphia Police Depart-
ment on working respectfully and effec-
tively with transgender people.

Another Step Forward for 
Transgender Students

Doe v. Boyertown Area School District is 
a case with an unusual twist. In this in-
stance, it was the school district doing the 
right thing – allowing transgender stu-
dents to use facilities, including restrooms 
and locker rooms, that aligned with their 
gender identity – which was sued by four 
students and their parents alleging priva-
cy violations. The ACLU of Pennsylvania, 
the ACLU’s LGBTQ and HIV Project, and 
cooperating counsel from Cozen O’Connor 
represented the Pennsylvania Youth Con-
gress, an LGBTQ youth advocacy organi-
zation whose members at Boyertown Area 
Senior High would have been harmed if 
the plaintiffs had succeeded. After a feder-
al court refused the plaintiffs’ request for 
an injunction in August 2017, the plaintiffs 
appealed the decision to the US Court of 
Appeals for the Third Circuit. That court 
ruled – twice –  that the school district was 
not violating the rights of cisgender stu-
dents by letting transgender girls to use 
the girls’ locker room and restroom and 
transgender boys to use the boys’ locker 
room and restroom.

However, the story is not over. On Novem-
ber 19, 2018, the plaintiffs petitioned the 
US Supreme Court to hear the case; if the 
court grants the request, the current nine 
justices will make the ultimate decision on 
these students’ rights. We will argue that 
the case does not belong in the Supreme 
Court. 

Trans pride flag-raising at Trans Wellness Conference, September 2017. Pictured (L to R): Naiymah Sanchez and Gavin Grimm (first photo); Janis Stacey, 
person unknown, Ashley Coleman, Kim Watson, person unkown (third photo)  



Immigration on ICE
From the moment the Trump administra-
tion occupied the White House, we knew 
that protecting the rights of immigrants 
and refugees would take center stage – 
and ACLU affiliates have been quick to 
rise to the challenge. By reversing policies 
and practices of the previous administra-
tion, crackdowns and actions against new 
and long-term immigrants and refugees 
have mushroomed.

Pennsylvania holds a particularly un-
seemly distinction. Our ICE office has 
arrested more undocumented residents 
without criminal convictions than any 
other of the 23 field offices in the country. 
Sixty-four percent of the “at large” arrests 
made by ICE officers have been inflicted on 
undocumented immigrants who have com-
mitted no crime. (The national arrest re-
cord of undocumented individuals without 
criminal convictions is 38 percent.) Add 
the fact that PA’s undocumented popula-
tion ranks 16th in the nation, and this de-
gree of over-enforcement by ICE is nothing 
short of stunning.

These outrageous - and, we believe, un-
constitutional - actions have mobilized the 
ACLU of Pennsylvania’s commitment to 
protect the rights of immigrants and ref-
ugees. Over the past 18 months, we have:
• hired two new staff members - Golnaz 

Fakhimi, Immigrants’ Rights Attor-
ney, and Vanessa Stine, Immigrants’ 
Rights Legal Fellow; 

• worked with community-based orga-
nizations and advocates from around 
the state to address the issue of state 
police troopers prolonging traffic stops 
to question vehicle occupants about 
immigration status and call in ICE 
officers and held meetings about this 
with state police leadership and stake-
holders from the governor’s office;

• along with immigration coalition part-
ners, convinced the Bensalem (Bucks 
County) Police Department not to en-
ter into a formal contract with ICE, 
under which local police could act as 
on-the-ground immigration agents 

–  which elsewhere has enabled wide-
spread racial profiling and rights vio-
lations;

• again in coalition, persuaded the city 
of Philadelphia to no longer provide 
ICE with blanket access to arrestee 
information via the law-enforcement 
database PARS;

• allied with the city of Philadelphia in 
its legal fight to preserve its “sanctu-
ary” policies, by partnering with na-
tional ACLU to file amicus briefs sup-
porting the city; and

• continued to monitor and challenge 
developments within the state legisla-
ture that threaten the rights of immi-
grant community members. 

As we know, individuals impacted by these 
actions are the heart of the story. One is 
our client, Jose “Ivan” Noe Nuñez Mar-
tinez. In 2001, Ivan fled to the U.S. from 
Mexico to escape persecution as a gay 
man. Knowing he would be putting him-
self at risk, in 2010, he made the decision 
to return to Mexico to visit his ailing moth-
er. Although Ivan was apprehended and 
removed in an initial attempt to reenter 
the U.S., he did make it back. He married 
a U.S. citizen in 2016.

This past January, thinking that he, ac-
companied by his husband, was going to 
a routine scheduled green card-related 
interview, Ivan was instead arrested by 
ICE and taken into custody in York Coun-
ty Prison. Ivan was detained for nearly 
nine months without a hearing - until the 
ACLU-PA and cooperating counsel from 
DLA Piper LLP secured a bond hearing, 
resulting in Ivan’s release. His release was 
predicated on his strong ties to the com-
munity and lack of criminal history. In the 
intervening time since Ivan’s release, the 
ACLU, both nationally and here in Penn-
sylvania, has been actively fighting cases 
of prolonged detention.

Immigrants like Ivan are an important 
part of our communities. And increasing-
ly, households in our commonwealth are 

becoming mixed-status: some individu-
als may be undocumented, while others 
may have temporary immigration status 
or have lawful permanent residence, and 
others, often young children, may be U.S. 
citizens. 

The attacks on some have devastating ef-
fects on all: they ruin our communities’ in-
tertwined social fabric, are harmful to our 
economy, and outrage our sense of decen-
cy and humanity. We will continue fight-
ing to protect the rights of immigrants, 
their families, and their communities.
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Percentage of immigrants without 
criminal convictions arrested by PA 

regional ICE office.
(The highest arrest rate in the US.)

64%
Percentage of immigrants without 

criminal convictions arrested 
nationwide.

38%



Immigration on ICE

We are confronted - almost every day - by 
stories and data that illustrate the injus-
tice within our justice system: individuals 
jailed for being indigent, false accusations, 
disproportionate sentencing that affects 
people of color - the list goes on. That’s 
why we’re so excited about the Pennsyl-
vania Campaign for Smart Justice.

The Campaign for Smart Justice is an 
ACLU nationwide initiative that seeks to 
reduce incarceration by 50 percent and 
to address the systemic racial disparities 
that underpin the criminal justice system. 
Through pushing for sentencing, proba-
tion, and parole reform; ending cash bail; 
preventing the reestablishment of man-
datory minimums; and educating voters 
about the power bestowed to district at-
torneys - and holding DAs accountable for 
implementing systemic reforms - we are 
moving Pennsylvania, and the country, 
closer to smart justice.  

Here in Pennsylvania, our Campaign for 
Smart Justice team is staffed by Nick 
Pressley, the campaign director, plus a re-
cently hired team consisting of a criminal 
justice policy counsel, Nyssa Taylor; a se-

nior field organizer, Terrell Thomas; and 
a communications strategist, Ian Pajer- 
Rogers.
 
Our team has an ambitious agenda and 
has already been impressively produc-
tive. Just before the 2018 Pennsylvania 
primary, we organized a forum consis-
ting of candidates, including incumbents, 
running for seats in the state House. As 
part of the forum, we invited returned 
individuals to share their experiences of 
being incarcerated and to question the 
candidates about their vision for smart 
justice in Pennsylvania. Faced with these di-
rect questions and a rapt audience, each 
candidate pledged their commitment to 
fighting mass incarceration and the ra-
cial biases that disproportionately target 
Black and Latinx Pennsylvanians. 

When it appeared inevitable that the 
Pennsylvania Commission on Sentencing 
would pass and implement a racially bi-
ased risk assessment tool to attempt to 
measure a person’s risk for future crim-
inality, which judges would then use at 
sentencing, the campaign team mobi-
lized more than one thousand ACLU-PA 

members to contact members of the com-
mission to oppose the plan. Overnight, the 
Commission on Sentencing delayed the 
vote and scheduled more public hearings. 

We are extremely proud that here in 
Pennsylvania, the campaign is being led 
by impacted people and grassroots leaders 
who know firsthand the devastation that 
incarceration can have on an individual’s 
life and their community. We recognize 
that those closest to the problem are 
closest to the solution. 

What we saw at our forum - as well as 
what we learn at each coalition meeting, 
demonstration, and public hearing that 
we attend across the state - is that our 
voices are power. Our stories are power. 
Our experiences are power. 

We’ll keep you updated as we continue to 
work toward achieving smart justice in 
Pennsylvania.

What’s wrong with this picture? 
In Pennsylvania:

• In 2016, the commonwealth spent $2.7 billion funding the prison system, making us one of only a handful 
of states that spends more on incarceration than it does on education.

• We have the highest incarceration rate of any state in the Northeast.
• We have the third-highest per capita rate in the country of individuals on parole.
• Black people account for 47 percent of the prison population but only 10 percent of the population of the 

state.
• One in every five new admissions to prisons was for a drug offense. Twenty-eight percent of those 

imprisoned in PA have minimum sentences longer than 10 years. 
• Our prisons are filled with an outrageously high number of people serving life without parole.
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Ready, Set, Launch 
PA’s Campaign for Smart Justice



Jessica and her two children; photo provided by client.
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National Forest with her fiancé and two 
children. Her fiancé, too, could not work, 
and the family of four had been living on 
the $756 he received each month from 
Social Security, plus food stamps, heating 
assistance, and free baby formula from the 
state. They were behind on all their bills. 

It did not matter that Jessica could not 
work, that she received food stamps and 
Medicaid and had no financial resources. 
So Jessica offered to pay $400 at the 
beginning of the next month—money that 
would have to come out of the next Social 
Security check. The judge told her to pay 
$666.09 within a month or she would 
spend 30 days in jail. 

***
Jessica’s experience is not unique. Every 
traffic citation and criminal case filed in 
Pennsylvania courts carries a potential 
fine and automatic court costs, and in some 
cases defendants are sentenced to pay 
restitution. The biggest chunk is usually 
“costs”: surcharges that the legislature 

has added to traffic and criminal cases to 
fund everything from prosecutors’ salaries 
to court computers to legal aid offices. 
A typical $25 traffic fine becomes $150 
or more with “costs.” The average public 
defender client owes $1,300 in court costs 
alone. Defendants who cannot pay their 
fines and costs in a lump sum become 
debtors to the court. Courts, unlike private 
debt collectors, have the power to jail people 
who don’t pay. And, in Pennsylvania, they 
use that power. 

It turns out that in Pennsylvania, there 
is no standardized court-debt collection 
method. Each of the 60 courts of common 
pleas and more than 500 magisterial 
district courts creates its own debt-
collection practices. Some courts will not 
hesitate to incarcerate poor people who 
have failed to pay, while others work with 
defendants to put them on reasonable 
payment plans. This diffuse system adds 
a layer of complexity and challenge to any 
oversight and reform.
  
Enter the ACLU-PA. For the past two 
years, Andrew Christy, Criminal Justice 
and Poverty Attorney, has spearheaded 
our work shining a light on debtors’ 
prisons. Over this time, we have observed 
court proceedings, reviewed records, and 
represented clients across Pennsylvania.  
We have found that there are thousands 
of Pennsylvanians jailed every year across 
the state solely because they have not paid 
fines, costs, or restitution. It is impossible 
to establish definitive numbers because of 
incomplete and inaccurate court records, 
but one subset of data shows that the 
magisterial district courts alone jail at 
least 3,000 defendants each year. The total 
number is likely far higher. 

We believe that the vast majority of 
these jailings are both illegal and 
unconstitutional. It is not illegal to jail 
defendants who could pay but instead 
thumb their nose at the courts and at 

Jessica would have promised anything 
to stay out of jail and get home to her 
eight-month-old daughter and 12-year-old 
son. Three years ago, she pleaded guilty 
to a misdemeanor DUI charge and was 
sentenced to pay a $500 fine plus $2,500 
in court costs. Now, in May 2018, she 
was facing the judge for the second time 
in six months because she had not been 
able to pay down that debt, nor the debt 
she still owed on a juvenile case from 12 
years earlier. The last time she was in 
this situation, the court sent her to jail for 
not paying, and she avoided incarceration 
only because a friend gave her hundreds 
of dollars. She knew that would happen 
again, unless she came up with hundreds 
more. This court was running a modern 
debtors’ prison.

Jessica had no money to give the court. 
She had been out of work for four years 
because, when she came to work, she had 
bouts of dizziness and muscle spasms 
that made it impossible to hold down a 
job. She lived in a trailer in the Allegheny 

Punishing Poverty in PA
Modern Debtors’ Prisons



Jessica’s court fines from the Court of Common Pleas of Warren County

9AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION OF PENNSYLVANIA 2017 - 2018  ANNUAL REPORT

victims. It is illegal for a court to jail a 
defendant who would pay but doesn’t have 
the money. That’s not new law. In 1973, the 
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania issued a 
landmark decision in Commonwealth ex. 
rel. Parrish v. Cliff, which, for the first 
time, prohibited courts from automatically 
jailing defendants if they failed to pay. 
It took ten more years until the United 
States Supreme Court reached the same 
conclusion in Bearden v. Georgia. 

To implement these legal principles, 
the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal 
Procedure require that courts hold 
hearings to examine defendants’ finances, 
place defendants on affordable payment 
plans, and jail only defendants who are 
financially able to pay. Courts cannot 

jail impoverished defendants under any 
circumstances. 

This is a high threshold, and, when such 
hearings are done properly, almost no one 
goes to jail for nonpayment. The court 
has to ask defendants about all of their 
income and expenses, but there are some 
obvious signs that defendants cannot 
pay. For example, individuals who rely on 
food stamps or are sleeping on a friend’s 
sofa because they cannot afford housing, 
are too poor to pay. Courts should ask  if 
the defendant is working or looking for 
work, and cannot punish a person who is 
making a good-faith effort to find gainful 
employment.

Unfortunately, many judges do not ask 

these questions. Instead, they assume that 
defendants can pay and issue ultimatums: 
pay now, or go to jail. Facing jail time, 
defendants like Jessica beg family or 
friends for loans they cannot pay back, or 
sell the car they need to get to work, or pay 
the court instead of their rent or phone or 
electric bill, as Jessica would have done. 
The ACLU represented one unemployed 
and destitute man who offered to sell his 
blood plasma to pay the court (he was 
jailed anyway). For those who can’t come 
up with the money, time in jail means lost 
jobs, lost homes, and heartbreak.   

***
Jessica did not go to jail. Her public 
defender—then the only public defender 
in all of Warren County—did not have 

Cost/Fees Totals:
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the time or resources to appeal the judge’s 
order. But he did contact the ACLU. We 
filed an appeal and convinced the court to 
“stay” the case; Jessica would not have to 
pay the money unless we lost our appeal 
before the Superior Court.

We were able to act quickly in Jessica’s 
case because in the preceding year we 
had successfully represented half a dozen 
clients in similar circumstances, and 
thus knew how to handle these cases. In 
February of 2017, ACLU of Pennsylvania 
Senior Staff Attorney Sara Rose learned 
that Gregory Mauk, a house painter for 
one of our cooperating attorneys, had been 
sentenced to two weeks in jail in Cambria 
County because he was late making 
payments on his fines and costs. By the 
time of his court hearing, Mr. Mauk had 
already paid what he owed, but the judge 
did not give him—or any of the other 53 
defendants she simultaneously sentenced 
in one mass proceeding—any opportunity 
to offer a defense. 

The ACLU of Pennsylvania promptly filed 
a petition for a “writ of habeas corpus” on 
behalf of Mr. Mauk, a procedure rooted in 
medieval England that requires a court 
to determine whether an individual is 
lawfully jailed. Mr. Mauk was quickly 
released. A year later the Superior Court 
issued an opinion in Commonwealth v. 
Mauk calling what the trial court did, by 
jailing Mr. Mauk and the 53 others without 
determining why they failed to pay, 
“constitutionally disastrous.” That court 
no longer jails defendants for nonpayment. 

In another case, an ACLU of Pennsylvania 
staff member received a call from Shana 
Gardner, a single mother from Fayette 
County, who was being told at that very 
moment by a magisterial district judge 
that she needed to come up with $500 or go 

Punishing Poverty in PA
 Modern Debtors’ Prisons

“It is illegal for a court to jail a defendant 
who would pay but doesn’t have the money.”

to jail. Ms. Gardner’s fines and costs arose 
out of several truancy cases; she struggled 
to get her son, who has disabilities, motiva-
ted to go to school. She did not have $500, 
and was taken to jail.

Ms. Gardner had called the ACLU staffer 
because he was on his way, with a reporter 
from the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, to meet 
with Ms. Gardner to hear about the other 
times she and her family members had 
been jailed for nonpayment of court debt. 
With help from Alec Wright at The Law 
Offices of Timothy P. O’Brien, we filed a 
petition and got Ms. Gardner released the 
next day. After that, the president judge of 
the Fayette County Court of Common Pleas 
issued an order prohibiting magisterial 
district judges in the county from sending 
people to jail for nonpayment—at least 
until they received training from the ACLU 
of Pennsylvania. Fayette County also does 
not jail defendants anymore, which keeps 
about 30 people per month out of jail.

These cases and others gave us a blueprint 
not only to keep people out of jail but also 
to target other court collections practices. 
We now have model legal guides and draft 
motions on our website to serve as resources 
for lawyers and individual defendants. We 
continue to work with lawyers who need 
support, including public defenders from 
around the state. Increasingly, we are 
working with public defenders to try to 
keep fines and costs from being imposed 
in the first place—after all, defendants 
cannot be punished for nonpayment if they 
do not owe anything.   

*** 
As a result of our intervention in Jessica’s 
case, Warren County no longer jails defen-
dants for nonpayment. The court now holds 
robust hearings and has not found that a 
single defendant has the ability to pay.

We have had similar success working 
with other county courts to reform their 
practices, including Armstrong, Cambria, 
Cumberland, Fayette, and Lebanon. Not 
every court that we have worked with has 
adopted all of our recommendations for 
best practices, but they are all providing 
appropriate hearings and have essentially 
stopped incarcerating defendants for 
nonpayment. 

The result has been remarkable. A review 
of court and jail records from those counties 
shows that we have managed to keep over 
1,000 people per year out of jail. 

Lasting statewide change, however, 
requires top-down direction from the 
Supreme Court, the General Assembly, 
or both. We have organized a coalition 
of organizations, individuals, and even 
judges who have asked the Supreme 
Court’s Criminal Procedural Rules 
Committee to amend the rules to provide 
clear and specific guidance on how to 
determine whether a defendant is able 
to pay. Two bills, influenced by our work 
combating modern debtors’ prisons, were 
proposed in this legislative session, to 
reform the courts’ practices. Combined, all 
of these reform efforts would provide clear 
and common-sense instruction to judges, 
including that someone whose income is 
under 125 percent of the federal poverty 
level is too poor to pay.

Jessica is now on a $5 per month payment 
plan, and she does not have to worry 
about going to jail. Thousands of other 
individuals in Pennsylvania do not yet 
have that peace of mind, but we hope that 
as reform efforts advance across the state, 
we can help all of those people escape the 
crushing burden of court debt. 
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NFL Lobby Day in Harrisburg with Socially Conscious Athletes  October 24, 2017
Today, pro football players from the @playercoalition Malcolm Jenkins, Torrey Smith, 
and Chris Long visited Harrisburg with us to lobby legislators on criminal justice bills, 
mandatory minimum sentences, police secrecy, and marijuana decriminalization. @ESPN 
covered the affair!

Yes, you CAN record the police in the line of duty   July 7, 2017
A unanimous decision by the U.S. Third Circuit Court of Appeals ruled in favor of ACLU-PA 
clients Rick Fields and Amanda Geraci stating that both plaintiffs have a #FirstAmendment 
right to record police officers performing their jobs in public. #Victory

To Dream the Impossible Dream  December 18, 2017
Parthiv Patel, an Indian immigrant, graduated from law school and passed the PA bar but 
was denied admittance by the @PABoardofBarExaminers due to his immigration status. We 
appealed the denial and today Parthiv’s dream came true as he was sworn in to the bar.

Education Matters  June 30, 2017
Visit endzerotolerance.org to find our newly-updated “Know Your Rights: A Handbook for 
Public School Students in Pennsylvania”, including guidelines ranging from what students 
can wear and say to teaching religion in school. #endzerotolerance  

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

@aclupa

Defending liberty where it began. Listen 
to Speaking Freely With the ACLU-PA 
at aclupa.org/podcast or wherever you 
get your podcasts.

Pennsylvania
aclupa.org
Joined Twitter April 2009
411 Photos and videos

Your ACLU-PA has its fingers in a lot 
of pies, and with new assaults on civil 
liberties happening way too often, some 
of what we do may have fallen under the 
radar. Here are some stories that make 
us proud. Without your trust, loyalty, and 
support, this work would not have been 
possible. More information about all of 
these can be found on our website: 
www.aclupa.org

ACLU of Pennsylvania
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Pennsylvania is nicknamed “the Keystone 
State” for a handful of reasons.  In early 
American times, it was the joining point 
between north and south, between the 
cities of the east and the frontier of the 
west.  It was also the state in which some 
of the most crucial decisions about gover-
nance and freedom in the newborn United 
States were made - some for good, some for 
ill.

Since then, the commonwealth has acted 
as a weathervane for the country. Both 
our ugliest impulses and our highest ide-
als have shown themselves in Pennsylva-
nia’s courtrooms, legislative chambers, and 
streets over the years.

Today is no different.

The ACLU has embarked on two great, 
intertwined nationwide projects. First, 
we have resolved to fight, tooth and nail, 
against Donald Trump’s broad-based vi-
olations of people’s constitutional rights. 
Second, as much as the ACLU is needed to 
defend against the erosion of civil liberties 
in the Trump era, our organization is also 
best positioned to affirmatively fight for 
changes to the status quo in America. We 
want to establish the rights of transgender 
individuals to be seen for who they are by 
their government. We want to modernize 
our restrictive, antiquated voter registra-
tion system.  We want to end mass incar-
ceration and reform our broken, racially 
biased criminal justice system.

Again, Pennsylvania stands at the epicen-
ter of both of these projects.

Our regional ICE office has deported un-
documented residents at a higher rate 
than any other such office in the country. 
Anti-immigrant sentiment is on the rise in 
the state legislature, which has repeated-
ly tried (and, thus far, failed) to penalize 
cities, towns, colleges, and universities 
for protecting immigrants within their ju-

risdictions. We’ve seen municipalities at-
tempt to enter into agreements with ICE 
that allow local law enforcement officers to 
be conscripted into enforcing federal immi-
gration laws, leading to abuses and racial 
profiling.

Across our state, lives are being ruined 
and families are being torn apart, at great 
public expense, with no meaningful benefit 
to public safety or the state’s economy. It’s 
shameful. And we’re using every tool we 
have at our disposal to fight against it.

We envision a Pennsylvania that will sup-
port and protect its immigrant communi-
ties, welcome newcomers and refugees, 
and guard against discrimination on the 
basis of race, national origin, or religious 
belief.  Achieving this vision feels like it’s a 
long way off right now, but we’re working 
towards that horizon of possibility each 
and every day.

Meanwhile, we have been staffing up 
across the state to launch the PA Cam-
paign for Smart Justice - a radical (and 
necessarily ambitious) attempt to trans-
form our broken criminal justice system, 
educate Pennsylvanians about the conse-
quences of our addiction to incarceration, 
and fight the systemic racism evidenced in 
the huge racial disparities in our prisons 
and jails. 

The national ACLU has identified Penn-
sylvania as one of the states that will re-
ceive substantial investments in our crim-
inal justice work. This decision reflects 
three key factors: first, Pennsylvania’s 
criminal justice system is failing our com-
munities in particularly appalling ways 
compared to other states; second, our staff 
- my colleagues - at the ACLU of Pennsyl-
vania are seen as second to none in their 
passion, excellence, and expertise on this 
issue; and, third, our state has a strong 
potential to make deep and meaningful 
changes over the coming years that might 

lay the groundwork for improvement in 
other states.

I want to give special emphasis to this last 
point: the possibility of change. 

We have seen legislators, activists, and 
people who espouse wildly varying po-
litical philosophies (including allies who 
disagree sharply with us on issues like 
LGBTQ equality and reproductive rights) 
agree that a state with the second-highest 
population of individuals serving life-with-
out-parole sentences - one that imprisons 
Black men at nearly nine times the rate of 
their white counterparts - is in major need 
of reform.  The next few years will be crit-
ical in determining where Pennsylvania - 
and the nation - is moving on this issue.  

When it’s placed at the top of an arch, a 
keystone completes and solidifies the 
structure, giving it a strength that its indi-
vidual parts lack.  If the keystone is weak, 
or flawed, the arch collapses into disarray.  

Civil liberties advocates from across the 
country are looking to Pennsylvania to 
again be a bulwark in the preservation 
of our democracy. We cannot lose these 
fights; people’s lives, livelihoods, and our 
increasingly fragile democratic institu-
tions are at stake.

I have faith in our collective strength and 
integrity - you, and me, and the ACLU of 
Pennsylvania’s amazing staff, and tens of 
thousands of supporters across the state. 
We’re going to ensure that we make it 
through this dangerous time with the 
structure - and reality - of civil liberties 
still standing and stronger than ever.

Onward,

Reginald T. Shuford, Executive Director
ACLU of Pennsylvania

    

Executive Director

Moving Forward Together
Reginald T. Shuford, Esq.
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THANK YOU 

Robert Barker and Jill Schneider  
Timothy and Pat Barndt  
Jane B. Baron, Esq. and Richard J. Baron,
    M.D.  
Loretta and Robert Barone∞
Elian and Eliav Barr  
Travis Bartholomew  
Leonard Bass  
Parag Batavia  
Sharren Bates  
Joan E. Bauer∞
Edwin Beachler  
Beau and Christine Beard  
William Becker  
David L. Beik and Patrice Ierardi Beik  
Michael Berger∞
Glenn Bergman  
Ira Bergman and Dalia Belinkoff  
Judy Berkman  
William R. and Marjorie Berlinghof  
Marc and David Berman  
Perry A. and Ellen Berman  
Joy Bernstein and Jonathan Broder  
Nancy Bernstein and Robert Schoen  
William Bernstein  
K.S. and Jayashree Bhaskar  
Mark Biedrzycki  
Rebecca Bien and David Poll  
Britta Biesecker  
William Bilo  
Stephanie and Jacob Birnberg  
Jonathan Biss  
Allen Black and R. Randolph Apgar  
David Black  
David and Marianne Blair  
Caroll Blank and Helen Nunn∞
Bernhart Blatner  

Elizabeth Abrams-Morley  
Mr. and Mrs. Peter P. Ackourey  
Thomas T. Adair Trust  
Susan Adelman  
David W. Adkins and Judith Wollman  
Mounzer Agha  
Gerald Agin  
Lynn Ahwesh  
David Alexander  
Sarah S. Alfadl  
Tom J. Altizer  
Brett Altman  
Joan C. Amatniek  
David Andersen  
Marynell Anderson and Manuel 
   Gutierrez  
Scott Anderson  
Martin Anixter  
John Arcudi  
Valerie Arkoosh  
Clara Armstrong  
Keith Arner  
Brad Aronson  
Nick Auger  
Leonard L. Aulenbach, II and Paul H.
    McKelvie  
Daniel Austin  
Ayers Foundation   
Kartik Babu  
Karl Baker and Judith Bernstein-Baker∞
Kenneth D. and Valerie Baker  
David Balamuth  
John E. and Anne N. Baldwin  
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Balitsaris  
Dorene Balmer  
Carolyn Ban∞
Kathryn Bard  

Elizabeth and Guy Blaylock  
Mary Block  
Karen Blumenfeld  
Patrick L. Boe and Sarah Kowalski  
Ronna Bolante  
Eric Bolton  
Geoffrey Bond  
Daniel and Debby Booker  
Brian Borradaile  
Mary and James Bouwkamp  
Thomas J. Bowen, Jr.  
Edward Bradley  
David Brainard  
Kenneth Brakke  
Richard Bredl  
Connor Brem  
Betty and John Brendel  
Kenneth Brendlinger and Paul Inver  
Dr. Jeremy Brewer and Bambi Brewer  
Bradley Bridge and Dveera Segal  
Linda Brockway  
Jeffrey L. Brodsky and Nancy Knowles  
The Julian A. and Lois G. Brodsky
    Foundation  
Brice Brown  
Leslie Brown  
Roland Brown  
Estate of Ruth Brown  
James and Noel Browne  
Krista Brune  
Wayne and Cynthia Bullaughey  
Stephen Burbank  
Donald and Jane Burke   
Burton and Shulamith Caine  
W. Ford Calhoun  
Caliban Book Shop  
Thomas and Patricia Canfield  

The ACLU of Pennsylvania is grateful to the tens of thousands of individuals whose contributions make our work possible. Every single 
gift matters and inspires us. Given space limitations, we are only able to list individuals and institutions who made contributions 
totaling $1,000 or more to the ACLU of Pennsylvania, ACLU Foundation of Pennsylvania, ACLU and/or ACLU Foundation during 
the period of April 1, 2017 to March 31, 2018.

100 percent of ACLU of Pennsylvania board members made contributions in the 2017 - 2018 fiscal year.

∞ Denotes Albert DeSilver Society members who have remembered the ACLU and the ACLU of Pennsylvania in their estate plans.

To All Our Supporters
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Michael Carpenter  
Susan Carswell and Andrew Binns  
Cara Caruso  
Diamantino Caseiro  
E. Joseph Charny∞
Munir and Terri Chavla  
Andrew Chen  
Meredith Cheryba  
Mike and Danielle Chittenden  
John Chou and Teresa A. Wallace  
Eunice Chung  
Michele Chwastiak and Antony Flores  
Karen Clay  
Michael and Lauren Coblenz  
David Cohen  
I. L. Cohen Foundation  
Michael Cohen and Amy Cohen  
Leora Colby  
Charles and Joan Cole  
Daniel and Katy Cole  
Eric Colon  
David Confer and Susan Krebs  
John and Joan Connors  
Emily Conroy  
Cooper Siegel Family Foundation  
Janet M. Corpus and John Hoffmeyer  
Laurel and Douglas Costa  
James Crawford and Judith Dean  
Warren and Kaye Crown  
Lynn Cullen∞
Charles Culman  
Mary Nell Cummings  
Peggy and Mark Curchack∞
Petersen Curt  
Benjamin Cush   
Marion Damick∞
Ms. Margaret Darby  
John Dart and Leanne Wagner  
Laura Davidson  
Anastasia and Isaac Davis  
Dena S. Davis∞
Abraham DeBenedetti  
Gilbert and Ellen DeBenedetti  
Douglas DeMuro  
Linda De Nardo  
Francis de Regnaucourt  
Charles DeShazer  
Amy P. De Shong  
Michael and Sandy Dean  
David Del Beccaro  
Virginia Delavan  
Delaware Valley Legacy Fund  
Dana Devon and Neil Sand  
John DiFelice  
Christopher Diffee  
Sonja Finn Dinette  
Todd and Michele Dominick  

Victor Donnay  
Douglas Doren  
Jean and George Dowdall  
Julie S. Downs∞
Ellen Doyle and Lawrence Frolik∞
Kathryn Doyle  
Thomas Doyle  
Ruth Dubb  
Ruth Ann and Jeffrey Dubb  
Kathleen Dunlap  
Christopher Durang 
Kathy Echternach  
Eva Edelstein  
Roy Eidelson  
Dianne and Dave Elderkin  
Robert Ellison  
Eleanor Emmons  
Dr. S. Walter Englander  
Epstein Family Charitable Trust  
Daniel Eric  
William Ewing∞
Richard and Ann Eynon   
Fairwork P.C.  
Jean D. Falk  
John P. Farmer  
Thomas Farrell and Annamarie
    Marano∞  
Ruth Fauman-Fichman and Mark
    Fichman  
Gladys Fenichel  
James and Elizabeth Fentress  
James Ferlo  
Janet Fesq  
David and Sarah Fetter  
Michele Fike  
Scott Fillebrown  
Jay and Ilene Fingeret  
Amy Finkbiner  
Graham and Katherine Finney  
Ralph Fiore  
Robert Firestone and R.E. “Tyler” Hoff  
First Round Capital
FISA Foundation  
Shelly Fisher  
Rebecca Fitton  
Carol S. Fixman and Stephen J. Kobrin  
Eric Flint  
Robert Foley  
Forney Family Foundation  
Sibelan Forrester  
Brooke Forry  
Bruce Fox  
Stephen Foxman and Barbara Foxman  
Olin France  
John Francis and Elaine Fultz  
Fabrizio Franco  
Funmilayo Franklin  

Judith Franlin  
Carolyn and John Friedman   
Joshua Gaffney  
Jeff Galak  
Meghan Gall  
Marie Gallagher  
Donna Galvin  
Ms. Terri N. Gelberg  
Nancy Gellman  
Gemini Fund  
Tess Genuardi  
Benjamin R. George  
David and Donna Gerson  
Surge Ghosh  
John and M. Lisa Gismondi  
Nat Gist  
Ms. Elizabeth Glatfelter  
Nancy Glatz  
Ethan Glenn  
Brian Glick  
Barbara Glickman and Jerome 
Glickman  
Greg Glosser  
Joshua Gold  
Stephen and Barbara Gold  
Joyce and Allan Goldberg  
Mark Goldberg  
Mr. Theodore Goldberg and Mrs. Carol
    Goldberg  
Peter Goldberger and Anna Durbin  
Mary Goldman  
Barry Goldstein  
Robert and Sue Golier  
Laura and Louis Gordon  
Ms. Ruthanne Gordon  
Marie Gottschalk  
Etan Green  
Lonzo Green  
Meridith Greenbaum  
Maxwell Greene and Dena Matalon  
Erik and Ellen Gregorie  
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Gross  
Patricia Gross  
Barry L. Grossbach and M. D. Hardy  
Edward Gruberg  
The M.S. Grumbacher Foundation  
Samuel Gugino and Mary Lee Keane   
Mark Haas  
Lois Hagarty  
Jennifer and Sean M. Handler  
Jason Hansen  
Anna Harbin  
Don Harper  
David and Rebecca Harris  
Paula and Howard Harris  
Randi and John Harris  
Steven Harris and Shelley Wolf Harris  
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J. Barton Harrison  
Janice Harrison  
David Hartley  
John Harwood and Kathryn
    Grossman  
Mark Haskins  
Keiko Hayakawa  
Kevin Hayes  
Michael J. Healey  
Richard Heiberger and Barbara
    Bloomfield  
Mel Heifetz∞
Andre Heinz  
Heinz Family Foundation  
Henrietta Heisler  
Geoffrey and Lucy Henson  
Erica and Stephen Heverin  
Michael Higgins  
Janet Hignett  
Sally Hilger  
Barbara Hill  
Eugene Hirsh & Virginia
    Spangler  
Dr. Magnus Hirschfeld Fund  
Barbara Holland  
Thomas Hollander, Esq.  
Paul and Helen Hopper  
Juliet Hornberg  
David Howe  
Matthew and Linda Hulbert  
Anne Humes  
Tim Hunter  
Joyce Hursh   
Rebecca Ichord  
Alex Imas  
Independence Foundation  
Anthony Infanti and Hien Ma 
Stanislaw Jedrus  
Robert L. Jennings Jr. and Barbara H.
    Bott∞
Jewish Community Foundation of 
    Central Pennsylvania  
Matt and Kate Jezyk  
Cynthia Jimenez  
Arthur Johnson  
Bruce Johnson  
Florence and Justin Johnson  
Gregory Johnson  
Tim Johnson  
Kelli Jones  
Hon. Babette Josephs  
Vsevolod Joukhovitski   
Joseph Kadane and Caroline 
   Mitchell  
Kalan Foundation  
Aaron Kane  
James Kane and Janet Fenton

   Kane  
Suzanne A. Kane  
Arthur M. Kaplan and R. Duane 
   Perry∞  
Samuel Kaplan  
Jessica Kardish  
Larry Karnoff and James McDonald∞
Diane Ryan Katz and John Katz  
Shuvashis Kayal  
Michael Kazar and Rebecca
    Foster  
Margot Keith  
Susan S. Kelly  
Jessica Kennerly  
Michele Kennerly  
Christopher Kenney  
Gilbert Kerlin  
Kessler Topaz Meltzer and Check,
    LLP  
The Key Foundation  
Safdar S. Khwaja  
Stefi Kirschner and Gilbert 
   Schneider  
Andrea Kirsh  
Gloria Kleiman  
Terri Klein and Daniel Gup  
Michael Knight  
Pamela Kohlberg and Curt 
   Greer  
Seth F. Kreimer and Nancy 
   Fuchs-Kreimer  
Krisbergh Family Foundation  
Gregory and Barbara Krohn  
Samuel Kuna  
Mary Kurasch  
Mr. and Mrs. Neil G. Kyde and Marion
    M. Kyde   
Nitsan Lai  
Michele Langer  
Gordon and Theresa Large  
David LaRose  
Lida and Ronald Larsen  
John Laury and Robert Breitel  
Michael and Carol Lebow  
Lehigh Valley Community
    Foundation  
Susan Leidy  
Alison Leigh  
Victoria Lennox  
Bea and Norm Leopold  
Ann Lesch  
Suzanne Levin  
Nicolas Lewine  
Michael Lewis  
Mattea LeWitt  
Edward and Alexandra Leydon  
Art Leyzerovich  

John Liberatore  
Fred C. Linge∞
Jan Linowitz  
Jim Littleton  
Katherine Laffey Lobdell  
Emelie D. Loeb  
William Lopatin and Rebecca Litman  
Michael and Jane Louik∞
Mordecai-Mark Mac Low and Dr. Dianne
    Pulte  
Saundra Lumish  
Debra Lutz  
Alfonso Madrid  
The Magnolia Fund  
Kimberly Maguire  
James and Beth Mahood  
George Mailath  
Michael and Louise Malakoff∞
Howard Maniloff∞
Elizabeth Mann  
Robin Mann  
Robert Margolskee and Dorothy 
Margolskee  
James Marks  
The Mars Family Charitable Foundation  
Diane Martin  
George W. Martin  
Kendall Martin  
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Mascelli  
Lauren and Rob Massy  
Lynn Mather  
Sandra Mayson and Maron Deering at the 
    request of the Charlesmeade
    Foundation  
Joan and Bob Mazo∞
James P. and Mary S. McArdle Charitable 
    Fund  
Kathleen McCauley and Andrew 
    Washburn  
David McConnell, Jr.  
Dan McCormick  
Michael McDonald  
Shawn and Jennifer McGlynn  
Jonathan McKamey  
Bruce McKittrick  
Ellen and Michael McLean  
Linda McMillin and Jeff Whitman  
Sagan Medvec  
Neha Mehta  
John F. Meigs and Carolyn Adams  
Alan Meisel and Linda Serody  
Karen Melikian  
Dale Memering  
Mark Mendenhall  
Peter Merkel  
Marcia Metlin and Charles Smolover  
James and Wendy Meyer  
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Mark and Mary Ellen Meyer  
Jeremy Michalek and Molly Frounfelter  
Marta Miguel  
Carl Miller  
Christopher Miller  
Keith Miller  
Frank Millheim  
Donald M. Millinger and Gary Clinton∞
Bryan and Emily Mills  
David J. Millstein∞
Evan Mirapaul  
Roman Mitz &  Kelli Ireland  
James Mooney  
John Moore  
Robbie Moore and Paula Henthorn  
Shepard and Samantha Moore-Berg  
Deborah and Edward Moretti  
JP Morgan Charitable Giving Program  
Dr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Morgan  
Liana Moskowitz  
Aaron Muderick  
Robert Muscara  
Elaine Musgrave and Michael 
   Wood-Vasey  
Rachel Hare Mustin∞
Janice Myers-Newbury   
Meta and Benjamin Neilson  
Sara Nerken  
A.R. Nernberg  
Arthur Newbold  
David Newman  
Estate of Theodore Newman  
Thomas Nichols  
Milena and Kamal Nigam  
Isabelle Noblanc  
Michael J. Noone  
Daniel Normolle  
Robert Northington   
Martin O’Brien  
Timothy P. Obrien  
Leif Ocheltree  
Frederick Okie  
Matthew Olim  
Maria Olshansky  
Opportunity Fund  
Shawn Orr  
John B. Overbeck  
Caroline Owens & David Wersan   
Kendric Packer  
Larissa Pahomov  
Marilyn Painter  
Panaphil/Uphill Foundations  
George Panichas  
Christopher Pappo  
Travis Parchman  
Parag and Purvi Parekh  
Joseph J. Pass  

Joel Passer  
Lois and Vikas Passi  
Susan Patterson  
Carl Peridier∞
Steve Perkiss  
Daniel and Felice Perlmutter  
Lili Perski  
Andrew Peters  
Ms. Diane Knox Petronko  
Philadelphia Bar Foundation  
Philadelphia Foundation  
Philadelphia’s Magic Gardens  
Mark T. Phillis  
Sarah Pierce  
Mr. David H. Pincus  
Pitcairn  
Toni and Todd Pitock  
The Pittsburgh Foundation  
Barbara Plumeri  
Louis Plung  
Darrin Pochan and Beth Morling  
Thomas Polzin  
Nancy F. Poor  
Judith and Gerald Porter  
Nancy R. Posel∞
Edward and Mary Posner  
Posner Foundation of Pittsburgh  
Bill and Bobbie Potsic  
Suzanne Powell  
Ian Price   
David and Juanita Rabb  
Roy Radner and Charlotte Kuh  
Vaidyanathan Ramesh  
Kevin Rea  
Redfishbowl LLC
Estate of Paul E. Reeder  
Julie Reich∞
Ari Reichstein  
Zach Reiter  
Karina and David Reuter  
Ann Rhoads  
Barbara Rice  
Albert Richardson∞
Ross Rieder  
Christine Riehl  
Ralph R. Riehl, III  
Shelby Riney  
Karl Ringer  
Benjamin and Adriene Rister  
John and Charlotte Roberts  
Justin Romano  
Rorer Foundation  
Dan Rosenbloom  
Michael and Margaret Rosenzweig  
Victoria D. Rosskam  
Harry Roth  
David Rubin and Donna Welsh  

Joe Rubin  
Jerry and Lisa Rubinow  
William Ryan   
The Sachs Charitable Foundation  
Bruce Sacks and Silvia Diaz  
Maryam Saeedi  
Amer and Elisabeth Sajed  
Terrill Salter  
David and Robert Sanders  
Estate of William Santee  
Edward Sarafino and James Armstrong∞
Claire Sather  
Saul Ewing LLP  
Estate of Robert Savage  
Robert Scharding  
Janice and David Scharre  
Antonia Scheidel  
Suzanne Schiffman  
Randall Schmidt  
Joshua Schneider  
Laurie and William Schutt∞
The Frank L. and Ruth R. Schwarz 
Philanthropic Fund  
Schwartz-Mack Foundation  
Edgar Scott, Jr.  
Hugh Scott  
Richard Seagraves  
Security Risk Advisors  
Stephen Segal  
John and Denise Seiffer  
David Seltzer  
Stefanie Seltzer  
Jonathan Sevy and Shirley 
    Wagner-Sevy  
Antoinette Farrar Seymour  
The Shaffer Family  
Megna Shah and Matthew Krug  
Stephen Shaner  
Mary M. M. Shanklin and Charles 
    Luckett  
The E. Rhoda Shaten Charitable
    Foundation  
David Shen  
Paul Shepard  
Steve and Aimee Shihadeh  
Jesse Shipley  
Josiah Shollenberger  
Glenn and Lisa Shopper  
Gail Shumway  
Justin Shupp  
Shusterman Foundation  
Christiane Siewers  
Marcio Silva  
Elizabeth Silver-Schack  
Lisa Silverstein  
Susan Manning Silverstein and Robert M.
    Silverstein  
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Larry Simmons and James Akerberg∞
Suzanne Simons  
Lauren and Ryan Sims  
Janet Singer  
Richard and Jane Singer  
Joel Slackman  
Robert Slick  
Rebecca Smirk  
Craig Smith  
David Smith  
Phillip Hartley Smith and Martha 
   Smith  
Steven Smith and Jenny Shulbank  
Molly Smyrl  
Pamela Smyth  
Peter Solderitsch  
Mark Nussbaum Solomon and Laura
    Nussbaum Solomon  
Wesley Sowers and Sara Hamel  
Alexander C. and Tillie S. Speyer 
   Foundation  
Barbara Spitz  
Jean C. Stanfield  
Martha H. Starr  
Robert and Helene Stavis  
Susan Stedman  
Stanley Stein  
Frederick W. Steinberg  
Scott and Nan Steketee  
Joan Stemmler  
Kathleen Stephenson  
Saul Sternberg∞  
Janny Sterrett  
Jennifer Loomis Stevens  
Sally Stevens  
Christopher Stowe  
Mona and E.J. Strassburger∞
Philip Straus and Margaret Harris  
Catherine and Jerome Strauss  
Joseph Stuligross  
David Suisman  
Kurt Summersgill and Brad Baysinger∞
Liyao Sun  
Estate of Patricia Swedlow   
The Tabachnick Family Foundation  
Helen Tai  
Page Talbott and Jim Gould  
Judith Tannenbaum  
Joseph Tassarotti  
Daniel Tennant  
Louis Thieblemont  
Amanda Thomas  
Thomas Thompson  
Matthew Thornton  
Richard Tsai Ting∞
Samuel and Margot Tirer  
Annette Tobia  

Frank Tobin and Ilene Chester  
Stanley Tobin  
Town Laying There, LLC  
The David and June Trone Family
    Foundation∞  
Carl Trosch  
James Troyer  
Tucker Law Group  
Scott Turner   
Jan Ulbrecht  
Todd Underwood  
United Steel Workers   
Sina Valadkhan  
Dr. Eugene J. Van Scott  
Claudia and Christopher Van Wyk  
Alan Vangpat   
Michelle Vaughn  
Russel Verbofsky  
Vivion Vinson and Babak Ashrafi  
Carolyn Vitriol  
Samuel C. Vrooman 
James Wadley  
Ruth Wagner  
Walk To Make America Love Again  
Barbara Wank∞
William W. Warren, Jr.  
Mark Weber  
Dorle Weil  
Roy Weil & Mary Shaw  
Tom Wilson Weinberg and John Whyte∞  
Jennifer Weiner  
The Leon and Helen Weiner Foundation  
Ari Weinstein  
Kenneth B. and Judy Weinstein  
Norman Weinstein  
Carl Wellington  
Rebecca Wells  
Daniel Wert  
Elizabeth Werthan and Robert Brand  
Kay Whittle  
David and Betsy Wice  
Roselyn Wilkinson  
Leonard Wilmot  
Ms. Ellen Wilson and Dr. Fredric Price  
Benjamin Winston  
Claude Wintner  
Ronald Wolf  
Ted and Stevie Wolf  
John Wolff  
Linda Wolpert  
Bronwyn Woods  
Workable Alternatives Foundation  
World Cafe Live / Real Entertainment  
Mark Worthington   
J. Phillip and Karen Yanak∞
Mr. Jon Yardney  
Donald Yoest and Daphne Ritter  

Sharon Yoh   
Alfred Zaher-Buckley and Tom 
    Zaher-Buckley  
Jay Zemel  
Sharon Zemel  
Michael Zerbe  
Michael and Naomi Zigmond   
Anonymous (29) / DeSilver Society (5)

___________________________________

GIFTS IN HONOR OR IN MEMORY

To the ACLU of Pennsylvania, ACLU 
Foundation of Pennsylvania, ACLU and/
or ACLU Foundation, during the period 
of April 1, 2017, to March 31, 2018, with a 
cumulative total of $1,000.

In Honor of Terry Babcock-Lumish
Saundra Lumish

In Honor of Susan Bates
The Pittsburgh Foundation

In Memory of Chas Hirsh
Marilyn Albert
Carolyn Ban
Barbara Baumann
Stephanie and Jacob Birnberg
Robert and Sheila Chamovitz
Alan Colker
Arlyn Gilboa
Sheila R. Golding
Carol Hughes
Jay Lasus
Vivian and Dr. Alan Lawsky
Michael and Jane Louik
Edmund and Alderina Metro
Robert and Nancy Smizik
Howard Wein, Esq. and Susan Bails

In Honor of Samantha Karpinski
Heather Hebert
Sara Nerken

In Memory of John Raines
Dieter and Sara W. Foster
Lynn Godmilow
Stephen and Barbara Gold
M. Paticia Mittleman
Elizabeth Werthan and Robert Brand 

In Memory of Bud Rowland
Joan Amatniek
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Law Firms

Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer
    LLP
Baker & Hostetler, LLP
Borland & Borland, L.L.P.
The Law Offices of Campana, 
   Hoffa, Morrone & Lovecchio, 
   P.C.
Cozen O’Connor
Dechert LLP
DLA Piper
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Duane Morris LLP
Farrell & Reisinger, LLC
Gordon Rees Scully Mansukhani, 
   LLP
Hangley Aronchick Segal Pudlin 
   & Schiller
Healey Block & Hornack, P.C.
JBM Legal, LLC
Kairys, Rudovsky, Messing, 
   Feinberg & Lin LLP
Langer, Grogan & Diver P.C.
The Law Offices of Lisa A. 
   Mathewson, LLC
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
The Law Offices of Timothy P. 
   O’Brien
Pepper Hamilton LLP
Purchase, George & Murphey,
   P.C.
Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr,
   LLP
Schnader Harrison Segal &
   Lewis LLP
Welsh & Recker, P.C.

Volunteer Attorneys

Irv Ackelsberg
Crystal Axelrod
Michael Banks
Caitlin Barry
Mira Baylson
Alexander (Sandy) Bilus

Megan Block
Rich Bobbe
Andrew Bollinger
Kimberly Borland
Ruth Borland
Kevin Bovard
Nathan Breeder
Ian Brown
Valentine Brown
Wilson Brown
Burton Caine
Peter Campana
Lauren Carpenter
Jennifer Cilingin
Jacob (Jack) Cohn
Margaret Coleman
Kathryn Deal
Edward (Ned) Diver
Ellen Doyle
Maya Eckstein
Ilana Eisenstein
Pamina Ewing
Alicia Farley
Thomas J. Farrell
David Fawcett
Jon Feinberg
Christy Foreman
Vernon Francis
Erica Fruiterman
Timothy George
David Gersch
Amy Ginensky
John Gisleson
Peter Goldberger
John Grogan
Barry Gross
Kaitlin Gurney
Ann Gwynn
Mike Healey
Arleigh Helfer
D. Alicia Hickok
Patrick Hromisin
Sara Jacobson
Amy Kline
Seth Kreimer
Howard Langer
Peter Leckman
Jackie Lesser

Susan Lin
Askley Lively
Terry Loscalzo
Fred Magaziner
Jacqueline Martinez
Jeffrey Masters
Lisa Mathewson
Sandy Mayson
Emily McNally
Joy McNally
Rebecca Santoro Melley
Bruce Merenstein
Eric Merin
Paul Messing
David Millstein
Caroline Mitchell
Megan Morley
Kathleen Mullen
Amanda Nelson
Nicole Neuman
Michelle Nguyen
Timothy O’Brien
Robert Palumbos
Edward Posner
Jon Pushinsky
Nathan Reeder
Stephanie Reiss
Joshua Richards
Eric Rosenberg
Ilan Rosenberg
Riley Ross
Eric Rothschild
David Rudovsky
Louis Rulli
Dan Segal
Eli Segal
Harper Seldin
Steven Shapiro
Joshua Slavitt
John Stapleton
Mark Tattichi
Ben Wanger
Robert Welch
Catherine Wigglesworth
Lauren Wilchek
Aleksandra Williams
Alec Wright
Adnan Zulfiqar

PRO BONO LEGAL PARTNERS
The following law firms and individuals contributed legal services to the ACLU of Pennsylvania during our 2017- 2018 fiscal 
year.  We could not accomplish as much as we do without such generous contributions of invaluable legal expertise.

American Civil Liberties Union of Pennsylvania
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SUPPORT AND REVENUE 
Grants, contributions, and fundraising:         $3,723,500
Contributed services:          $2,261,933 
Attorney’s fees:              $937,575
Interest, investment, and other income:           $342,093

            Total support and revenue:        $7,224,414

EXPENSES 
Program Services:                  $4,365,338
Management and general:                             $487,598
Fundraising:                $498,242

               Total expenses:         $5,351,178

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS  
Net assets, beginning of year:          $4,973,508
Net assets, end of year:                 $6,846,744

                Change:          $1,873,236

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash and equivalents:            $2,682,745
Accounts receivable:                  $541,768
Prepaid expenses:                       $59,699
Due from national ACLU:            $1,522,616
Due from affiliate Union:                     $95,062
Investments:             $1,409,250
Legacy Trusts:                   $999,900
Security deposit:                           $3,849

    Subtotal:       $7,314,889

PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT
Building and improvements:             $238,715
Leasehold Improvements:                $14,960
Less: accumulated depreciation:     $ -155,942

  Total Property and Equipment:          $97,733

       Total assets:      $7,412,622

LIABILITIES
Accounts payable:                           $75,007
Accrued expenses:                  $205,311
Accrued pension:                      $149,800
Accrued vacation:                   $135,760

    Total Liabilities:      $565,878

NET ASSETS 
Unrestricted
 General, Board funds:        $4,090,231
 Litigation funds:                      $357,883
 Total Unrestricted:                 $4,448,114
Temporarily restricted:        $1,798,477
Permanently restricted:           $600,153

              Total net assets:          $6,846,744
       Total liabilities and net assets:      $7,412,622

SUPPORT AND REVENUE 
Memberships:             $1,689,243
Grants, contributions, and fundraising:             $509,618
Interest and investment income (loss):                $14,427

            Total support and revenue:          $2,213,288

EXPENSES
Program Services:                $744,826
Management and general:               $183,896
Fundraising:                  $44,745 

     Total Expenses:           $973,467

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS
Net assets, beginning of year:            $1,251,673 
Net assets, end of year:                      $2,491,494

    Change:          $1,239,821

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash and equivalents:                      $2,435,748
Prepaid expenses:                      $2,563
Due from national ACLU:                                        $202,723 

                       Total assets:        $2,640,584

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND CHANGE IN NET ASSETS   
Fiscal Year April 1, 2017 through March 31, 2018

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION   As of March 31, 2018

PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT
Building and improvements:                 $34,438
Less: accumulated depreciation:                 $-25,42

      Total Property and Equipment:  $9,011

            Total assets:         $2,649,595

LIABILITIES
Due to affiliate Foundation:    $95,062
Accounts payable:              $0
Accrued expenses:     $14,944
Accrued pension:     $13,185
Accrued vacation:     $34,910

        Total Liabilities:         $158,101

NET ASSETS 
Unrestricted:                 $2,094,295
Temporarily restricted:    $397,199

         Total net assets:        $2,491,494

              Total liabilities and net assets:       $2,649,595

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND CHANGE IN NET ASSETS    
Fiscal Year April 1, 2017 through March 31, 2018 

American Civil Liberties Union Foundation of Pennsylvania
FINANCIAL REPORT

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION   As of March 31, 2018

American Civil Liberties Union of Pennsylvania



The American Civil Liberties Union Foundation is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit orporation. Foundation gifts fund our litigation and public education 
efforts. Gifts to the ACLU Foundation are fully tax-deductible to the donor. The official registration and financial information of the American 
Civil Liberties Union Foundation of Pennsylvania may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, within 
Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.


