
KNOW 
YOUR 

RIGHTS 
YOUR RIGHTS AT HOME

You do not have to open the door for ICE or police officers 
unless they have a search warrant or an arrest warrant 
signed by a judge with your address on it.

You do not need to let ICE or a police officer inside your house 
or apartment unless they have a search or arrest warrant signed 
by a judge. If they knock, do not open the door, but ask them to 
show their ID to be sure they are who they say they are, and to 
slip the warrant under the door.
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ICE typically uses “administrative warrants,” not “judicial 
warrants.” If ICE has an administrative warrant, you are 
not required to let them in. You can say, “I do not give you 
permission to come inside. Please leave.” 

But if ICE has a judicial warrant with your address, you must 
let them in. But a judicial warrant is valid only if it has all of the 
following elements:

•	 Issued by a state or federal court (court’s name and seal 
should be at top);

•	 Signed by a state or federal judge or magistrate; signatures 
by an immigration judge, Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) agent, or Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
official not enough; 

•	 Lists exact address of house/apartment where you are; and
•	 Is not expired. Federal judicial search warrants are usually 

valid no more than 14 days after the issue date. Pennsylvania 
judicial search warrants are generally valid no more than two 
days from date issued. Arrest warrants typically do not expire 
until an arrest is made or circumstances change.
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If you are in someone else’s house, you still do not have to open 
the door unless ICE or the police have a judicial search or arrest 
warrant with the correct address or name on it.

If ICE enters your home without a valid judicial warrant, say, “I 
do not consent to you searching my home,” but do not interfere.

If you do not understand the police officer or ICE, you have the 
right to an interpreter.


